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Poland. For the period of the 1840's and 1860's, the period of the bourgeois, revolutions in Austria and Germany, and the period of the "Peasant Reform" in Russia, this point of view was quite correct and the only one that was 'Consistently democratic and proletarian. So long as the masses of the people in Russia, and in most of the Slavic countries, were still dormant, so long as there were no independent, mass, democratic movements in these countries, the liberation movement of the nobility in Poland assumed immense, paramount importance from the point of view, not only of Russian, not only of Slavic, but of European democracy as a whole.*
But while this standpoint of Marx was fcjjly correct for the forties, fifties and sixties or for the third .quarter erf the nineteenth century, it has ceased to be correct in the twentieth century. Independent democratic movements, and even an independent proletarian movement, have arisen in most Slavic countries, even in one of the most backward Slavic countries!, Russia. Aristocratic Poland has disappeared, yielding place to capitalist Poland. Under such circumstances Poland could not but lose its exceptional revolutionary importance.                        "                '
The attempt of the P.P,S. (the Polish Socialist Party, the present-day'"Fracy") in 1896 to "fix"-.far all time the point of view Marx held in a different epoch was an attempt
* It would be a very interesting piece of historical research to compare the position of a Polish noble-rebel in 1863 with that of the all-Russian democrat-revolutionary, Chernyshevs'ky, who, too (like Marx), knew how to appraise the importance of the Polish movement, and with that of the Ukrainian petty-bourgeois Dragomanov, who appeared much later and expressed the point of view of a peasant, so ignorant, so sleepy and attached, so fast to his dung heap, that.his legitimate hatred of the Polish pan prevented him from understanding the significance of their struggle for ail-Russian democracy, (Cf. Dra-. gomanov, Historical Poland and Great-Russian Democracy.) Drago-rnanov richly deserved the fervent kisses .which .were subsequently bestowed on him by Mr. P. B. Struve, who by that time had become
'                                                ''